
MINUTES 

OAK GROVE TOWN BOARD MEETING 
Monday, November 15, 2021 

 
Call to Order, Roll Call. The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in the town hall. Officials present: chair 

Jerry Kosin; supervisors I to IV -- Rich Ruemmele, Dan Johnson, Michelle Huber, Debra McClure; treasurer Kim 

Huppert; clerk Andria Hayday. (Absent: None.) 

 

Minutes. MSC Ruemmele/Johnson to approve 10-25-21 special meeting minutes as presented. MSC 

McClure/Huber to approved 10-18-21 regular board meeting minutes as presented. (No nays.) 

 

Public Comments.None. 

 

Thorsen Accessory Residence CSM. Request by Pamela and Richard Thorsen for a Conditional Use Permit 

allowing an Accessory Residence at W12034 497th Ave. (54021), PID 020011170400. Pamela Thorsen was 

present. She provided a written application using the County’s CUP form, noting she had consulted with the 

assistant zoning administrator to review requirements. Thorsen stated she and husband purchased their property in 

2018. The house was built c. 1994. A detached studio (originally permitted as a “detached garage”) was built c. 

1998 and added to the existing septic system with an associated sanitary permit. When the Thorsens bought the 

property, the accessory structure appeared to be a guest house; it had a finished interior with heated floor, 

kitchenette, and bathroom. Ms. Thorsen stated the prior owner had used the structure to provide music lessons. 

When the Thorsens began a minor remodel of the studio, they discovered there were no permits on record for the 

prior garage conversion, apart from the sanitary permit; furthermore, they would need a CUP allowing use of the 

building as a residential structure to obtain further electrical and building permits. Thorsen noted that she and her 

husband did not intend to use the studio as a rental property; they wished to provide living space for an immediate 

family member who currently needs healthcare assistance; later they may host one or two other family members 

or a caregiver. Thorsen stated she had already engaged a professional electrician to correct a safety issue; 

additional improvements would make the studio’s entry more accessible. The chair noted the Plan Commission 

had recommended approval of the CUP, subject to building inspection and associated permits. MOTION by D. 

Johnson to recommend approval of the CUP for use as presented in the Thorsens’ written application, subject to 

subsequent review and permitting by the building inspector to meet residential building code; seconded by M. 

Huber; motion carried, all ayes. Clerk to forward the signed Town Recommendation form to Land Management. 

 

Roads. The clerk distributed the first draft of the grant application prepared by Stevens Engineers for the 

proposed 1208
th
 St. reconstruction (spillway and curves), requesting discretionary LRIP TRI-D funding, as well as 

LRIP-Supplemental funding utilizing federal infrastructure funds. Overall feedback positive. Board discussed 

support materials, noted a correction to the cost estimate. Chair signed application form. County LRIP meeting 

discussed. Clerk to follow up with Stevens. No formal action was taken. 

 

2022 Budget. Discuss and adopt 2022 Town Budget. Officials continued review of the proposed 2022 budget, 

with a balanced budget totaling $785,490 (overall revenues and expenditures). Clerk provided WI Towns Assoc.’s 

written advice for board review, re adoption of a Summary Budget and use of a “working budget” for 

subcategories, as well as adjustment procedures for any changes required during the year. Discussion centered on 

the percentage increase in the budget vs 2021’s formally approved budget. This is largely due to $117,909 in 

grant funds anticipated June 2022 from the federal American Rescue Plan Act, or “ARPA.” The ARPA payment 

is assigned to eligible broadband/fiber optics improvements to be completed by Pierce Pepin Coop/Swift Current. 

[The 2021 ARPA payment in like amount was unanticipated and did not appear in the prior year’s budget.] The 

2022 budget increase also reflects a planned transfer from the Town’s general reserves, to purchase a fire tanker 

($75,216). Johnson questioned whether ARPA funding should be included in the formally approved budget, given 

its impact on the overall percentage change shown. The treasurer noted that the state’s annual payment for the “2 

percent fire dues” program (approx. $12K) is a similar pass-through to the Prescott Fire Dept.; the fire dues 

payment is also included in the figures for 2022. Ruemmele remarked that the proposed 2022 budget was accurate 

as shown, inclusive ARPA funds, which are identified as a separate line item in both the revenue and expenditure 

sections of the posted budget summary. MOTION by R. Ruemmele to adopt the 2022 Budget as shown in the 

Public Hearing notice; second by Johnson; motion carried (no nays). [Note: The total Town tax levy approved for 

2021 taxes payable 2022 is $381,251, which reflects new construction and does not exceed the state levy limit.] 



 

Building Inspector’s Report. Board reviewed written summary of prior month’s permit activity. No bonds were 

submitted for release. No action taken. 

 

Bills. Clerk presented written summary of payments due. MSC Johnson/McClure to approve bills as presented. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Kim Huppert presented written monthly summary of fund balances and all expenditures by 

category. She noted the treasurer’s tax-collection bond (insurance) was due for renewal; it was required to collect 

taxes on behalf of other taxing entities; min. coverage would be $1.8 million, up to est. $2.1 million inclusive 

Town levy. Clerk noted the routine purchase of an annual collection bond began roughly 2018, when a state-law 

change required a Town ordinance to waive it. General consensus: Set the bond at $1.9 million to match the prior 

year’s bond; treasurer estimated cost of $396 (a Dec. bill). No formal action was taken. 

 

Travel/Training Requests. None. 

 

Roundtable. The clerk noted a request to lower the speed limit on 1200
th
 near Hwy 35. McClure noted the board 

still needed advice on Impact Fees and the related Town ordinance, in regard to eligible roadwork and other 

questions. Johnson suggested the designated Fire Well account might possibly be invested in a future joint project 

with fellow Assoc. members Clifton or Prescott (as Oak Grove’s fire-well impact fees are insufficient to establish 

a new well); he would investigate. Brief discussion followed regarding the feasibility of a fire well on 620
th
 -- and 

whether land currently owned by the City of Prescott might be used, via purchase or donation. No formal action 

was taken. 

 

Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. (MSC Huber/Ruemmele). 

 

Respectfully submitted by Andria Hayday, Town Clerk 
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